
RETIRED MEN'S ASSOCIATION OF GREENWICH, Inc. (RMA) 

Invites you to its meeting October 18 at 11:00 a.m. 

First Presbyterian Church, Lafayette Place, Greenwich, CT 
 

Chuck Risio 

  “The Current State of the Marine Corps” 
  
How prepared are America’s Armed Forces?  Col. Chuck Risio, 

USMC will present an overview of the current state of the US Marine 

Corps, and the US military in general.   As the nation’s Force in 

Readiness, the Marines are usually the “first to fight” and 

continuously evolve to meet the changing nature of conflict.  

 

The past 16 years of war in Afghanistan, Iraq, and many other parts 

of the world brought significant changes to how the Marine Corps 

prepares for conflict, how the Department of Defense addresses 

national security, and how our nation interacts on the global stage.  

The 21st century Marine Corps will fight battles in both the physical 

and cognitive dimensions of conflict, so therefore must organize, train, and equip to meet 

these challenges.   

 

The son of RMA member Chet (and Ginny) Risio, Col Risio was commissioned a Second 

Lieutenant in 1989, when the Soviet Union was still regarded as the nation’s primary threat.  

As an infantry officer he served in the First Gulf war, Operation Iraqi Freedom in Fallujah, 

Operation Enduring Freedom in the Horn of Africa, and the Republic of Georgia.  Other 

assignments include the Naval ROTC at Penn State, Civil Affairs Group in Anacostia, 

Washington, DC, Headquarters Marine Corps at the Pentagon, Marine Forces Europe/Africa 

in Stuttgart, Germany, and currently back to the Pentagon on the Defense Business Board for 

the Office of the Secretary of Defense.   

 

On a training mission off the coast of Somalia, 1st Lt. Risio was in a helicopter that burst into 

flames and crashed into the sea.  Badly burned and just barely escaping from the submerged 

plane, he saved an injured sergeant from drowning and kept his crew together until a rescue 

boat arrived.  He was awarded the Navy and Marine Corp Medal for his heroism. 

 

He attended Syracuse University studying Economics, earned an MBA from the University 

of Phoenix while still on active duty, and a Masters of National Security Strategy from 

National Defense University at Ft. McNair, Washington, DC.   
 
Next week, October 25, Lincoln Millstein, “Dramatic Changes in the Newspaper Industry."   
The Greenwich Retired Men’s Association offers a free program every Wednesday that is open to the public, both men 
and women; no reservations are required. Our social break starts at 10:40AM followed promptly by our speaker at 
11:00AM.  Programs are at the First Presbyterian Church, 1 West Putnam in Greenwich.  For additional information 



see www.greenwichrma.org or contact info@greenwichrma.org   
 

mailto:info@greenwichrma.org

