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Scribe: Arnold Gordon
“If you’re going to do something tonight that you’ll be sorry for tomorrow morning, sleep
late.”
Henny Youngman
Just back from conducting his first Board Meeting, our new President TAD LARRABEE
rang the bell at 10:05. JACK CUFF led us in the Pledge and ERF PORTER conducted
the “RMA choir” in the Star-Spangled Banner (traditional for first meeting of the month)
followed by Summertime (love those Gershwins) and The Band Played On. GEORGE
STOCKBRIDGE did the Steinway proud with his inimitable accompaniment.
Corresponding Secretary BOB LUCE offered advice to the old folks on the advantages
of walking, but they were not all healthy.

1.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
President TAD:
a. Reminded everyone that annual dues were now overdue; get your
checks for $100 to the treasurer ASAP (or else).
b. He called for one or more volunteers to assume the responsibility
for organizing the traditional ROMEO lunches; contact him if you are
interested.
c. Mentor of the day was JACK CUFF.
d. JOSEPH DEVITA was the sole returnee (from Florida).

e. TAD mentioned that he has made some changes and additions to
our web site (e.g., photos of officers and committee chairs, contact
information).
2. CHET RISIO jumped to the mic to excitedly tell us that he and his wife
celebrated their 59th wedding anniversary, and that she wore a special scent
for the occasion: BenGay.
3. BOB LUCE urged everyone to consider attending the special Joyous Jazz
performance of the Greenwich Choral Society on Saturday, May 5 th at 4pm at
the Norwalk Concert Hall. Sacred works by Duke Ellington will be
featured. For more info and tickets, see www.GreenwichChoralSociety.org.
4. TOM HEALY
a. Invited members to attend the next performance of the Melody Men
at Edgehill on Monday, May 7th at 3pm.
b. Explained the new consolidated calendar for RMA scheduled
events which is posted on the bulletin board every week. This 3-month
moving calendar will help everyone avoid conflicts when scheduling
functions and events.
5. On behalf of KLAUS JANDER, JEORG BLASER asked for volunteers to
help direct parking at the Greenwich Women’s Club Appraisal Mania event on
May 19th. Two men are needed for each of the three time slots: 9:30am11:30, 11:30-1:30, and 1:30-3:30. There will be a sign-up sheet on the bulletin
board. Or contact JEORG at 203-844-5353, blaser79@msn.com. FYI, for $5
per item, you can have your old junk appraised at the event; proceeds will go
to charities.
6. MIKE SMITH, acting as detective for RANDY MOTLAND, reported that
someone on April 25th mistakenly took RANDY’S beige Brooks Brothers long
trench coat with zip-in lining and left a beige London Fog regular length trench
coat also with a lining. Will the culprit please bring back RANDY’S coat at the
May 9th meeting? The police may be called in!
COMMITTEES
VISITING: WAYNE WRIGHT reported that NICK MECCA has been hospitalized in
Stamford Hospital. No calls or visits are requested.
Editor’s note; NICK passed away later that day at age 89. Family and friends
will gather on Monday, April 9, 4-8pm at Coxe & Graziano Funeral Home, 134
Hamilton Ave.
MEMBERSHIP: HORST TEBBE reported 112 members and two candidates for
induction in attendance. Those celebrating birthdays this past week were youngsters
PETER TUNLEY (73) and RICK HOLZ (70).
Candidate Gerhardt Peter was introduced by his sponsor, STEVE BOIES, seconded by
HORST. STEVE gave an excellent description of Gerhardt’s bio. Born in Frankfurt,
Germany in 1947, he spent most of his working life with Metalgesellschaft, first in
Germany and then in New York City, where he married Sonia Calderon and settled in
Riverside, where they raised a son and a daughter. GERHARDT is an active community
volunteer.

BOB LUCE then endorsed John Denne for membership, with a second by HORST,
whose comments included this memorable praise: “He is the kind of man I hope my
sons become.” JOHN is a 75 year resident of Greenwich and now lives in Riverside. He
spent most of his career as a law-firm attorney in New York City but more recently was
employed by the Stryker Corporation, a medical device company; he retired last year.
Both candidates were heartily voted into the fold. WELCOME!
VOLUNTEER HOURS: JOE MANCINELLI provided the statistics: An impressive 513
outside hours by 47 men and 154 RMA hours by 23 men; ace for the week was PETER
BERG with 40 hours.
PROGRAM: BOB ROBINS cast a spell on the crowd when he urged everyone to stay
for Meg Tocantin’s talk on “How Medical Hypnosis Can Serve Patients.” Details
below. JERRY SCHWENDEMAN announced that next week we will hear from a CNN
anchor, Alisyn Camerota, who will cover “A Television Journalist’s Struggle for Truth,” a
topic that could not be more timely.
SPECIAL EVENTS: ABBEY SMOLER brought us up to date on two pending
events. Details below.
FUN AND GAMES
BRIDGE: FRANK LEE told us he did not have high score (4550), which was earned by
BRUNO SCHRAGE, followed by ANDRZEJ MAZUREK (3940) and TONY COCCHI
(2700).
TENNIS; SAM MARASSO reported the winners. On Court 1, Mike McDonagh (a
candidate) and RON FRIEDMAN; Court 2, SAM-THE-MAN and ANDRZEJ
MAZUREK. ANDY HOLMES is Captain next week.
HEARTS: There were 12 players at 3 tables as related by LOU TROVATO. Table 1
completed two games (LOU TROVATO won both); Table 2, three games (PETER
BERG, MICHAEL AMBROSINO and JOHN STANKUNAS); Table 3, three games
(JACK SWEGER twice and TOM HEALY). Moon Shots were launched by LOU
TROVATO, RALPH VIGGIANO, TOM HEALY and PETER BERG (twice).
GOLF: MIKE RYAN drove home the details. There were 12 players on beautiful
Tuesday. Closest to the pin on 7, MIKE SMITH, on 15 was GRAN BURGESS. Six
players shot below 100; lowest was GRAN BURGESS, second week in a row, with
92. MIKE SMITH will host the next two weeks.
PICKLE BALL: The dynamite team of JOE DOWLING and ARNOLD GORDON routed
the opposition at Loughlin Avenue Courts last Thursday in 4 out of 5 sets. Not
announced at the meeting, but I could not resist! GEORGE UBOGY reminded
members the Loughlin Courts are the place to be on Thursdays from 9 to 11am.
SPECIAL EVENTS
Open to all members, guests, candidates and spouses. Checks to be made out to
RMA, and must be received within two weeks or the reservation will be
cancelled. Contact MIKE FERRARESE (myagentmike@yahoo.com / 203-554-0678) or

ABBEY SMOLER (abbeysmoler@gmail.com / 203-531-0235).
Botanical Gardens, lunch at Mario’s Restaurant on Arthur Ave., May 24, $105pp.Bus
departs St. Catherine’s at 8:45am. Status: 18 places open.
Belmont Race Track. Thursday, June 14, 2018. Lunch: Buffet in Belmont
Room. Cost: $85.00. Bus leaves St. Catherine’s at 10:30 AM. Status: Wait listed

TODAY’S SPEAKER
BOB ROBINS introduced Meg Tocantins who is a hypnotist certified by the American
Institute of Hypnotherapy. She has had advanced training in, and covered the use of
hypnosis, in stress and pain management, surgery preparation, childbirth preparation,
and other interventions, including non-disease related situations, such as cigarette
smoking cessation, hot flashes, and tinnitus.
She explained that for most applications of hypnosis, from 3 to 5 sessions bring success
for a variety of conditions or situations (e.g., coping with pain in natural
childbirth). Sessions involve relaxation techniques using talk and recordings. The
swinging watch technique to hypnotize is for the movies only!
Although anyone can claim to be a hypnotist, without certification malpractice insurance
cannot be obtained. There is evidence that hypnosis prior to surgery results in the use
of less anesthesia and less bleeding. It also has been successful with dental patients.
Although psychotherapists might use hypnosis, they are not trained or certified in the
techniques.
NEXT WEEK’S SPEAKER
Alisyn Camerota, “A Television Journalist’s Struggle for Truth”
Visit us at www.greenwichrma.org
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MEMBER PROFILE OF DR. PETER ARTURI
This is the 24th in a series of Member Profiles intended to allow
members to get to know one another beyond a face and a name tag.
(At Peter’s request, no photos will be used)
PETER ADOLPH ARTURI was born Nov. 10, 1926 to immigrant parents, Louis and
Filomena Arturi, at home in the village of Port Chester, NY. His parents had immigrated
from small towns in southern Italy near Cosenza in the Calabria region. His father had

served in the Italian Army. Louis was in his twenties when his uncle, also named Peter
Arturi, sponsored him for citizenship. Uncle Peter owned Pete’s tavern in Port Chester
and Louis worked there for 35 years. He also served in the US Army toward the end of
WWI.
Peter’s mother, Filomena Scarlato, came to America with her brother. She was in her
late teens and they settled in Port Chester and she married shortly thereafter.
Peter grew up in Port Chester in a section known as the Bowery on Midland Avenue
close to Rye, NY. He attended Lincoln Elementary School then onto Junior High and
High school. He was active in school and was close to Holy Rosary Church and the Don
Bosco Center.
He was very active in the sports of baseball, softball and basketball.
He would have preferred to be a professional baseball player but he was neither big
enough nor strong enough. He admired the family’s doctor and thought medicine would
be a good career and his father was 1,000 per cent for that choice.
At the age of 17 he graduated from Port Chester Senior High in January, 1944, and
quickly started college in New York City at Columbia in March 1944.
When Peter turned eighteen he was drafted. Fortunately, through his friend, Allie Vita,
who worked for Lank Leonard, the cartoonist for “Mickey Finn” *, he was able to get in
the Navy, his preference. Mr. Leonard was on the Village Draft Board. Quickly
conscripted into the US Navy, he became part of the Navy Hospital Corps. He spent
eighteen months in the Navy and rose to Pharmacist’s Mate Second Class at the tail
end of World War II and was discharged honorably in August, 1946. He served mostly
in California.
He went on to graduate from Columbia College in June, 1948. With the GI Bill and a
war service scholarship he continued on at the New York University Medical School
where he graduated with an M.D. degree in June of 1952. Peter went on to serve a
rotating internship and medical residency at Greenwich Hospital in Greenwich, CT.
In1951 he met the most wonderful person in his life. Marillyn Rathgen was a newly
graduated Registered Nurse working as a Surgical Nurse. She graduated from the
Greenwich Hospital School of Nursing in 1951.
In 1953 Peter and Marilyn married.
He was invited to join a medical practice with Dr. Vincent Claps in July, 1954. Peter
enjoyed 36 years as a physician in Greenwich consisting of general practice,
emergency medicine and corporate medicine. After 17 years as a General Practitioner
he joined five other physicians and formed the Department of Emergency Medicine at
Greenwich Hospital. He spent ten years there and another ten as a family physician.
Upon retirement in 1990 Peter and Marilyn left Greenwich for their home in Kent, CT
with their six children. All of the children graduated from some very fine schools but
none became doctors. They instead entered the fields of education, business, law and
social work. After ten years the family returned to Greenwich where Pete became
active with the RMA, Department of Health and the Griff golf course.
He was invited to join the RMA in the year 2000. He enjoyed the camaraderie, the golf
and the programs. Bill Dynan, an active member of the group, since deceased, asked
Peter to join the Executive Committee.

“To serve as an officer for the RMA you have to be willing to offer 4 years of close
activity. I was not ready or interested in giving that much time as you all do now and are
to be congratulated. I was given the opportunity to address the RMA in 1986 and early
2000s. I keep busy and continue to enjoy RMA’s audio-visual
presentations”.
My sole responsibility now is a Physician of Record for the Department of Health in
Greenwich and to be a devoted husband.
We are proud of our six children, 14 grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
I am still active with the Department of Health and enjoy sports, reading and leisure time
with my loving wife.”
Peter celebrated his 91st birthday this past November.
**********************************************************************
*Editor’s note; Mickey Finn was a comic strip that appeared in the Sunday comics from
1936 to 1976. It was created by Frank “Lank” Leonard, a native of Port Chester. It
centered on a big, friendly policeman, Mickey Finn, who earnestly tried to help people.
Many scenes and characters depicted came from Leonard’s interactions in Port
Chester.
Similar to the character he created, Mr. Leonard, was very helpful to everyone. Two
brothers, John and Allie Vita, were assistants to him and eventually went on to success
in commercial art. This editor, Chet Risio, was encouraged to attend art school and
eventually owned a successful commercial art studio.

